Army keeps close watch on gender 
integration in infantry. — National, 6A 


Florida gets Mullen from Mississippi 
State; Texas A&M fires Sumlin. — Sports, 1¢ 
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In the news 


E Yaakov Litzman, Israel’s 
health minister, resigned 
from his post in protest 
against maintenance work 
being conducted on the 
country’s railways during 
the Sabbath, when all labor 
is prohibited by Jewish law. 


E Anette Sorensen, a 
Danish woman who in 1997 
left her baby outside a New 
York eatery while she and 
the girl’s father had drinks 
inside, leading to her arrest 
in a case that sparked an 
international debate about 
parenting styles, said she 
still feels she was unfairly 
vilified and that American 
parents are too fearful. 


E Ramzan Kadyrov, 
who as leader of Russia’s 
Chechnya region has been 
accused of human-rights 
violations including extra- 
judicial killings and a crack- 
down against gays, said it’s 
time for him to step aside, 
adding that order has been 
restored after years of fight- 
ing the region’s separatists. 


E Michael Losurdo, a 
Hoboken, NJ., police officer 
who helped break up a fight 
involving about 40 men and 
women outside a bar, was 
thrown to the ground by 
one man but was able to 
arrest him despite suffering 
leg, ear and head injuries, 
authorities said. 


Grigor Azatian, 25, was 
attacked by a shark while 
spearfishing with his father 
in Northern California’s 
Stillwater Cove, then re- 
ceived lifesaving help from 
two off-duty sheriff’s depu- 
ties who were fishing near- 
by and who sent for help 
and tightened a tourniquet 
around his leg to stanch the 
blood loss. 


E Edward Humphrey, 38, 
was arrested on a charge of 
cruelty to a juvenile after he 
responded to his son’s sus- 
pension from elementary 
school by whipping the boy 
with a belt in the teachers’ 
lounge, Baton Rouge police 
said. 


E Kayla Noel-Brown and 
Markell Cruz face robbery 
and assault charges in Quin- 
cy, Mass., after a 92-year-old 
woman was thrown to the 
ground and robbed of her 
purse as she walked home, 
authorities said. 


E Torstein Appfijell, a 
reindeer herder in Nor- 
way’s Helgeland county, 
said freight trains killed 
106 of the animals over a 
three-day period, adding 
that it’s “totally tragic” and 
“unprecedented” for so ma- 
ny to lose their lives in such 
incidents. 


E Sheriff Scott Walton of 
Rogers County, Okla., said 
that, after a family’s vehicle 
caught fire as they traveled 
through the area, burning 
most of their belongings in- 
side, a deputy took the fami- 
ly to Wal-Mart and used his 
own money for a gift card to 
help replace some of their 
lost possessions, a gift that 
the company later matched. 


WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Sunny. 
High 68. South winds 5 to 10 
mph. 
Tonight Mostly 
clear. 
Low 43. South 
winds 5 to 10 
mph. 
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Trumps return to White House 


Fla. 


AP/ALEX BRANDON 


President Donald Trump waves as he boards Air Force One 
with first lady Melania Trump and Barron Trump at the Palm 
Beach International Airport on Sunday in West Palm Beach, 


Conyers steps aside 
on key House panel 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — Rep. 
John Conyers, D-Mich., the 


longest-serving member of 


Congress, stepped aside as 
the top Democrat on the 
House Judiciary Commit- 
tee amid growing internal 
pressure as an ethics inves- 
tigation begins into sexual 
harassment allegations. 
Also, President Donald 
Trump doubled down on his 
call for Alabama voters to de- 
feat Democrat Doug Jones, 
even as Republican senators 


want Roy Moore, their par- 
ty’s nominee in the state’s 
US. Senate race, to drop out 
amid allegations of sexual 
misconduct. 

Conyers, 88, said he would 
not resign from Congress 
and instead would fight the 
allegations in the hope of 
reclaiming his spot atop the 
committee overseeing federal 
laws and other legal issues. 
“I very much look forward 
to vindicating myself and 
my family before the House 
Committee on Ethics,” he 
wrote in a letter to House Mi- 
nority Leader Nancy Pelosi, 


D-Calif., on Sunday. 

But Conyers acknowl- 
edged maintaining his post 
on the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee would be a distrac- 
tion “in light of the attention 
drawn by recent allegations 
made against me.” 

“I have come to believe 
that my presence as ranking 
member on the committee 
would not serve these efforts 
while the Ethics Committee 
investigation is pending,” he 
said. “I cannot in good con- 
science allow these charges 
to undermine my colleagues 


See HOUSE, Page 8A 


Out for justice in Romania 


AP/VADIM GHIRDA 


A woman holds a sign that reads ‘All for Justice” as the communist-era House of the People, 
now headquarters of Romania’s Parliament, looms in the background during a protest Sunday 
in Bucharest. Thousands have demonstrated in Romania’s capital and other major cities against 
planned changes to the justice system that they say will allow high-level corruption to go unpun- 
ished and a tax overhaul that could lead to lower wages. 


Study: FBI silent on threats 


Not warned of Russian hacking, say government targets 


RAPHAEL SATTER, 
JEFF DONN 
AND DESMOND BUTLER 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
WASHINGTON — The 
FBI failed to notify scores 
of USS. officials that Russian 
hackers had tried to break 
into their personal Gmail 
accounts despite holding ev- 
idence that the targets were 
in the Kremlin’s cross hairs, 


The Associated Press has 
found. 

Nearly 80 interviews with 
Americans targeted by Fan- 
cy Bear, a Russian govern- 
ment-aligned cyberespionage 
group, turned up only two 
cases in which the FBI had 
provided a heads-up. Even 
senior policymakers discov- 
ered they were targets only 
when the AP told them, a 
situation some described as 


bizarre and dispiriting. 

“Irs utterly confounding,” 
said Philip Reiner, a former 
senior director at the Nation- 
al Security Council, who was 
notified by the AP that he 
was targeted in 2015. “You’ve 
got to tell your people. You’ve 
got to protect your people.” 

The FBI declined to dis- 
cuss its investigation into 

See THREATS, Page 2A 


GOP leaders try 


talks to appease 
tax-bill holdouts 


Focus of concern said to be 
on Senate’s Johnson, Daines 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — Sen- 
ate Republicans are seri- 
ously considering several 
last-minute changes to their 
tax legislation to mollify wa- 
vering members, four people 
familiar with the discussions 
said, as GOP leaders seek to 
keep their members from de- 
fecting ahead of crucial votes 
this week. 

The lawmakers attracting 
the most concern from lead- 
ership and the White House 
are Sens. Ron Johnson, 
R-Wis., and Steve Daines, 
R-Mont., who say the cur- 
rent version of the bill favors 
corporations over other busi- 
nesses. 

There are numerous 
members demanding chang- 
es, and their needs don’t all 
overlap. Together, the re- 
quests put Republican lead- 
ers in a difficult position, as 


they attempt to accommo- 
date individual holdouts on a 
one-off basis without losing 
other members or creating 
a situation in which the bill 
collapses under the weight of 
disparate demands. 

Adding to the leaders’ 
difficulty, the total size of 
the tax plan cannot be more 
than $1.5 trillion over a de- 
cade, so adding new benefits 
could force Republicans to 
find ways to raise additional 
revenue. Presently, they only 
have roughly $80 billion in 
wiggle room to use, a small 
sum because many of the 
changes would be spread out 
over 10 years. 

The four people spoke on 
the condition of anonymity 
because they were not au- 
thorized to discuss the in- 
ternal discussions. 

Johnson and Daines want 
changes to the bill they be- 
lieve would help certain 

See TAXES, Page 8A 


Pilot project weighs 
rigs while they move 


NOEL OMAN 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The Arkansas Depart- 
ment of Transportation is 
rolling out high-tech wiz- 
ardry that can check wheth- 
er big trucks are over weight 
limits while they roll down 
the highway. 


It is part of a $1.4 million 
pilot project that includes 
installation of weigh-in-mo- 
tion scales on Interstate 40 
and Interstate 55 near the 
Transportation Department’s 
weigh stations for trucks en- 
tering the state. 


See PROJECT, Page 7A 


Surplus-grant ruling 


costly for monument 
Gold Star family tribute out $90,000 


HUNTER FIELD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Plans for a monument 
honoring Gold Star families 
on Arkansas Capitol grounds 
were tossed into throes of 
uncertainty Oct. 7. 

That day, the Arkansas 
Supreme Court ruled un- 
constitutional legislator-di- 
rected grants from the state’s 
General Improvement Fund, 
from which the monument 
committee stood to receive 
$90,000. 

With that money effec- 
tively yanked from its cof- 
fers, the committee finds 
itself in a tight spot. With 
grant award letters in hand, 
the members had inked con- 
tracts with an architect, engi- 
neer and monument builder, 
said committee Co-Chair- 


man Paul Garrett. 

“To us, it was on the word 
of the state of Arkansas,” 
Garrett said in a recent in- 
terview. 

But for this group of 
mostly ex-Marines, its only 
a temporary obstacle. 

“We’re scrambling, but 
most of us are former Ma- 
rines so this isn’t the first 
setback we’ve ever faced,” 
he said. 

That $90,000 sure would 
be nice, though, Garrett 
said, considering the mon- 
ument committee aims to 
raise $500,000 for the first- 
of-its-kind monument hon- 
oring families whose loved 
ones died while serving the 
country. 

Indeed, there’s still hope. 

See GRANT, Page 7A 


Syrian airstrikes 


AP/Syrian Civil Defense 


Syrian Civil Defense workers carry an injured man after government airstrikes hit Douma on 


Sunday near Damascus. 


Article, 9A 


